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SUBJECT: STATEMENT ON ITALIAN SITUATION 

1 . THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT WILL BE RELEASED VERBATIM BY 
DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN THURSDAY, JANUARY 12, AT 'OON BRIEFING. 
EMBASSY ROME SHOULD TRANSLATE STATEMENT INTO ITALIAN FOR 
SIMULTANEOUS RELEASE: 

2. QUOTE: AMBASSADOR GARDNER'S VISIT TO WASHINGTON HAS 

PROVIDED AN OCCASION FOR A GENERAL POLICY REVIEW WITH 
SENIOR ADMINISTRATION OFFICIALS. THERE HAS BEEN NO CHANGE 
IN THE ADMINISTRATION'S ATTITUDE TOWARD WESTERN EUROPEAN 
COMMUNIST PARTIES, INCLUDING THAT OF ITALY, ALTHOUGH RECENT 
DEVELOPMENTS IN ITALY HAVE INCREASED THE LEVEL OF OUR 
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CONCERN. AS THE PRESIDENT AND OTHER MEMBERS OF THE ADMINIS 
TRATION HAVE PUBLICLY STATED ON A NUMBER OF OCCASIONS, OUR 
WESTERN EUROPEAN ALLIES ARE SOVEREIGN COUNTRIES AND, 
RIGHTLY AND PROPERLY, THE DECISION ON HOW THEY ARE GOVERNED 
RESTS WITH THEIR CITIZENS ALONE. AT THE SAME TIME, WE 
BELIEVE WE HAVE AN OBLIGATION TO OUR FRIENDS AND ALLIES TO 
EXPRESS OUR VIEWS CLEARLY. 
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ADMINISTRATION LEADERS HAVE REPEATEDLY EXPRESSED OUR VIEWS 

ON THE ISSUE OF COMMUNIST PARTICIPATION IN WEST EUROPEAN 
GOVERNMENTS. OUR POSITION IS CLEAR: WE DO NOT FAVOR SUCH 
PARTICIPATION AND WOULD LIKE TO SEE COMMUNIST INFLUENCE 
IN ANY WESTERN EUROPEAN COUNTRY REDUCED. AS WE HAVE SAID 
IN THE PAST, WE BELIEVE THE BEST WAY TO ACHIEVE THESE GOALS 
RESTS WITH THE EFFORTS OF DEMOCRATIC PARTIES TO MEET THE 
ASPIRATIONS OF THEIR PEOPLE FOR EFFECTIVE. JUST, AND 
COMPASSIONATE GOVERNMENT. 

THE UNITED STATES AND ITALY SHARE PROFOUND DEMOCRATIC 
VALUES AND INTERESTS, AND WE DO NOT BELIEVE THAT THE 
COMMUNISTS SHARE THOSE VALUES AND INTERESTS. 

AS THE PRESIDENT SAID IN PARIS LAST WEEK: 

"IT IS PRECISELY WHEN DEMOCRACY IS UP AGAINST DIFFICULT 
CHALLENGES THAT ITS LEADERS MUST SHOW FIRMNESS IN RESISTING 
THE TEMPTATION OF FINDING SOLUTIONS IN NON DEMOCRATIC 
FORCES." END QUOTE. 

3. DECLASSIFY UPON RELEASE. CHRISTOPHER 
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